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acquired the twofold character of a religion, viz., as the ultimate
basis of thought and the animating and controlling power over-
action*

February 16.

Niebuhr said that he wrote only for Savigny; so I write only
for her when 1 do not write entirely from heir. But in my case as
in his, what is written for only one reader, that one being the most
competent intellect, is likeliest to Ixr of use to the many, readers or

not, whose Imnefit in  the object of the writing, though not the

principal incentive to it*

February 17,

Every intellectual, or at all events every scientific, pursuit lies
under the popular stigma of being unfeeling. This is partly the
language of mere vulgar prejudice against the impassiveness
essential to strictly rational enquiry, but it is also in some degree
well founded, first, Imcmiwe persons of much feeling usually choose,
by pwftnrence, other than scientific punuits; and, secondly, because
essentially solitary occupations, as scientific speculation usually is,
do tend in some degree to deaden sympathy. For this, among
other reasons, speculation never ought to lie the sole and exclusive
occupation of any one*

February 18,

Nine-tenths of alt the true opinions which are held by mankind
arc held for wrong reasons. And thin Li one cause why the removal,

now so corwtantly going on, of particular errors and prejudices does
not much improve the general understanding, The newly admitted
tenth commonly rots on an mistaken principles as the old error,
What is the remedy? There can be none short of the recon-
struction of the human intellect at

February 19.

Many books have teen severely criticised for no better reason
than that they did not satisfy the idea which the critic had formed
from the title of what the book ought to contain; the critic seldom
m these cases deigns to consider that all he rather proves the
title to be in the wrong than the book. So if a history or a
biography professes, though but by implication, to tt41 anything, and
then does not do so, but purposely keeps anything back, the writer
may justly bo blamod, not however for what his book is, but for replaced. So the religions
